Clue Type Definition Example
<Jound when the definktion of a word Is “lgneous rocks, of those rocks
Definition axplicitly embedded In the sonence or formed by @ volcano, can be found
passage. In the reglon.”

Synonym Ased when the semtence of passage “The air was bitterly cold, quite
contaire a synonym for the vocabulery word. | frigid™

~.used whan the sentence or passage “Arhough John was a novice at
Antonym contains a word or phrase that means the skateboarding, he was an expert
opposite of the vocabulary word, ot baskotball”

Expenenced readers will use these types of context clues and others
o Infor the maanings of now words.

Uso of conteod k& aleo connected to the Standards for K-5 Reading
Foundational Skilks boginning as oarly as first grade, whon studonts
om askad 10 “use context to confim or self-comect word recognition
and understanding” (NGA'CCSSO. 2000 pp. 27-281

Students” abliity 1o use context 1o figure out a8 meaning of a word as
it is used In a particular SEMeNce Of PasSage can be an Important
skl for self-chacking comprahension. For Instance, when primary
students encountar the word tears In text, they need to leam to think
about the word as R Is usad. i & “water coming from the eyes because
one k& sad” or Is it “holes In fabnc™? Without consciously thinking
about &, proficient readers automatically use content to confirm the
meaning and pronunciation. Many students need to be taught this
typo of skl

Use of word parts
Word parts, Including common prefles, roots, and suffoes, can be
usod to deciphor the meaning of a word, a skill often called

“morphology” The ability to understand the meaning of a word a
studant has never seen before by knowing the meanings of its parts
Is a significant comprehansion skill Understanding meaningful parts
provides a “withinword” contoxt due to the meaning of an unknown
word, and this realization immediately helps students figure out
meanings of words they have never seen before. For example, knowing
that tho profeos dis-, I, -, in-, I, and un- can all maan not” is valuablo
nowiedge when a student is faced with words Iike disioyol egal
impossibie, Incorrect, imesponsibie, and uncharted
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Ukowtso, whon studonts know the moanings of common Grook and
Latin roots, thair abllitics to determing the meanings of urfamiliar
words soar. ¥ a fourth-grade student knows that the Latin prefix trans-
moans “across.” the Latin root -port- means "o carmy.” and the Latin
suffix -otion means “the act or process of,” then he or she can
reasonably predict the meaning of the woed transportation (the act
or process of carmying across).

Teaching third graders that the prefix t7- means “three® (tlangle,
tricycla), or halping seventh-grade students understand that the Latin
root Lol means “of war™ (befigerent, rebel, bolicose, antebodurm)
can empower them to predict the maanings of multisyllabic words
they encounter In text. Even early-primary students can learn the
meanings of some bask word parts, and, In fact, this Is part of the
expectations of the Language Standards.

Because o number of languages share the same Greek and Latin
roots, leaming the meaning of wored parts also holps bulld English
vocabulary for studants whose first language & not English. Words
that look simiiar and have related meanings In different languages
are called cognotes, and developing cognate awaronoss can
streamiine the acquisition of ancther language.

When English Language Leamers engage In instructional experiences
designed to teach roots, thoy often kam Englieh words and concopts
more deaply. For nstance, English and Spanish both contain a number
of Greek and Latin roots and so share a number of cognates.

The Standards for Reading Foundational Skilis Include using
knowledge of common prefixes, suffixes, and roots 1o holp studonts
decode and understand the meanings of multisyllablc words In and
out of context. This i a critical siall students need 10 develop In order
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Cognates: Greek
and Latin Roots

The Latin root
~aud- means “fo
hear” Aud is the

root of the English
words audiforium
and oudition and
the corresponding
Spanish words
auditorio and
audicion. This small
piece of knowledge
can have a giant
impact for students
leaming English.
Knowing the
meanings of a few
Greek and Latin
roots can open the
door to thousands
of words Moge 20151




Use of reference materials

Students nead to know when and how 1o use references such as print or digital glossaries, dictionares,
and thesauruses as resources for undarstanding the meanings of unfamiliar words and phrases In text.
When students see an unfamiiar word In a sentence and Infer its meaning from the context, & is often
helpful for them to use a dictionary to check the predicted meaning or understand how to pronounce the
word. Ako, a thesaurus E handy to choose more-exact words when writing or to find synonyms for a
selected word.

However, research has shown that using dictionaries to look up words and wrte down dafintions does
not help students discover the meaning of words [Beck MdKeown, & Kucan, 20021, Using reference matenals
1o provide defintions of words and then askang students 1o use those words In authentic ways to clanfy
meaning during Instruction or research Is more effective In acquirng vocabulary knowdedge,

Teaching Strategies: Using Reference Materials

Use dicionaries and thesaunuses 1o cremped  Find mukiple meanings of a wordin a
make cherts of synonyms and antoryms ™9 dictionary or thesaurus, and select the
of selected vocabulary words. w“. meaning that best fits the context of a
Sentence of Passage.
Tuse
Word Learning Routine s revtber o
yure out the
Use the following steps to figure out unfomiliar words. If you figure out what meaning of
the word means, continue reading. If not, then try the next step. vn‘::ilio; words
el
1. Say the Word or Phrase Aloud. 3. Look Around the Word or reading
Circle the word or phrase that Phrase,
you find confusing Read the Look for clues In the words or
sentence aloud sentences around the word or
phrase you don't know and the
2. Look Inside the Word or context of the paragroph.
Phrase.
Look;.a- fomilior word parts, 4. Look Beyond the Word or
such as prefixes, suffixes. ond Phrase,
mawp:.nymmm. Look for the meaning of the
word Into smaller parts. Can you word or phrase in a dictionary,
figure out a meaning from the glossary, or thesaurus.
B e ke T S. Check the Meaning.
Ask yourself, "Does this meaning
make sense In the sentence?"

Page 3 of 4



Use of word selection for direct instruction: High-power
words

Teachers can review texts and content area concepts and
choose a small number of high-utiity words, perhaps five to
saven, that advance student comprehension or lsarning. They
can then work with students to add related synonyms and
antonyms to help expand semantic networks farzona, 2000;
Siol & Nogy. 2006). This practice also Increases the volume of
words students learm. For example, ifteachers dhoose six words
for study and add two related synonyms or examples and two
rolated antonyms or non-axamples, thay are actually working
with six networks of words, totaling 30 words (Overtrf,
Mantgomey. & Smith 20031

High-power words for deep study can be Tler 2 (genaral
academic) or Tier 3 (domain-specific) words that advance
students’ understanding of the meaning of a specific text. For
example, high-power words about the social studies concept
of “Setting Amenca” might Include words like ambition, artifoct,
origin, beltef permanent. and settfer—all pulled from the
particular unt of study and texts that students will read. When
the class adds synonyms/examples and antonyms/non-
examples to the words, the vocabulary st might expand to:

Vocabulary Word Synonyms/ Antonyms/
for Deep Study Examples Non-examples
cument,
helroom, relic,
artifact secondary
primary source s
origin Ineage, completion,
nationalty termination
conviction, disbolief,
bollef prosupposition Indecisive
immutable, relocate,
permanent lasting tomporary
ploneer, vagabond,
Sattier Immigrant nomadic
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Practice the meanings of

by playing group
vocabulary games, and
ask stuckents 10 witte the

This activity also serves
85 8 secred review and
futher echances

Fuderts uncertanding

Assess vocabulary In
the ways that will be
used on tests.

(Overtud Mostgormery, & Smik, 2003



